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Sisters are still fighting for bilked funds

Save $300,000 for overseas investments

Ly Jurernren AL BOWeR
o it s

Twva years ago, sisters Mar-
ro Green and Debra Chinn
were cach patd 5217000 for
velping lederal agents build a
zaze agninst Home Pharmacy
Zervices of Belleville for steal-
ng millions from Medicare
through double billing.

Just 15 hours later, the
women  gave 0 eombined

300,000 to Carol Rels of Belle
wille in the hopes of doubling
the amount through invest-
ml:'nl‘.l_

Green and Chinn claim Reis
pointed a fAawiess picture of
the pasaible returns from over
seas investments and off-sliore
accounis and saw. N0 TELSEN
nel B trust her ta invest their
TTICHEEY.

They weeo wron g anid have
been fighting since ladl spring

o gl the inisey hack from the
woman who swindbed them,

A hesring will be held Tues-
day aofternoon in St Clair
Counby court, whens Fleis = ax-
pected to reveal her assets 5o
that ahe can begin paying back
the money she bilked from
Gresn amd Chinn, Reis repeat-
edly has been ordered by Lhe
court (o reveal hor asacts, anad
the case has been continued
severnl times in altemigts o oot
fhe chocnmentation.

According - to court dodis-

ments, Bels was ordered Lo re-
pay Chinn $£256,601 and repay
Gren $250,631, The judg-
ments include the B percent in-
Lerest proamised by R ag well
as courl cosis incurred by
Green and Chinn.

Zo for, Reis has admitted
that she receives monthly rent
of £1.200 from Kim Refs for the
bar T.H.'% Place at 491 Con-
cordia Road in Bellewville. That
maoney is being garnisked tore-
pay Chinn and Green.

The coazet 24301 1w weiting? for

informatlon ahout the assets of
a Florida company with which
Beds is invalved,

A portion of Meis' paycheck
from her job in Dupo also be
ing garmished to repay the
woanemn. Tn July, Reis” bank ac-
counts were gnrnished to help
cover the 431,096 she still
ol

It wasa't wntil a year ofter
griving the money to Reds thar
the women learned the promis-
s rriadle by Rels for future dch-
o8 wiere impossibbe.

Sisters lose most of whistle-blower settlement

Iy Michac! Shaw
ke Pmos- Democrad

Suaters Mnrpo Green ood Debrx
Thirs lelped Toderal agents Bueild a
fes ngopinst 1 Belleville company
hat irilked Medicare for milions.

As o reward for clandesting and
jenvy onrk, pach received a check
or 5217000 ia Apri! 1992 under
federal  whisile-blower lows —a
el pomion of the company’s ulti-
vt fine, bug more money than they
1nd made during their entire lives

Fifteen hours after receiving their
“hecks, they sand they umwittingly
pIvE moE of it

Grgen, 42, of Billstdt aoad Chine,
i4, of Beflevills, hive spent the last
v moaths Fighting 1o get the mon-
% back from a worman they elnimed

Whistle-blowers

Claim they were swindled of $295,000

swindles them, They're also fighting
thedr o shame in letting it happen.

Thie gake filed & laweet in Aoy
that aleges. sach gave SE50,000 to
Carcl Reis, 56, of Beolleville. The
sisters allam= Reis kag failed o pay
back the money at an § percemt
amnend interest rte.

Bt the sisters saikd Reis, a former
aunt by marringe  of Green's,
claimed the 8 pereent was a foomal-
ity ond imvedtments woilld renp
much mare.

"Che spid we would double oug
mmney in sixv moaths,” sid Green,
who sdmiited being entmnced by
Reis' claims of comglicaisd overseas
imvestments and ofi-shoge sccoants.
The money wis supposed o be

goeng b an - imvestiment |sasier in
Tz, taat Green said Reis atrmlhed
spending it hersslf, The sisters dald
ahout $5,000 of their 300,000 | oen
his been repaiid.

AL har home Thursday, Rzis sasd
she did nat have any comment il
she conseliad wath her [Ewies. Boe
her lawarer in the suit, Edwurd Blaks
JIr., withdrew from the coss earises
this momnlk, =ying in documenis thu
Feis was nof following his advics.
Ag of this wesk, no othcr #romey
hias afficislly mlen the cane

Ciheers cleim smoilar stores wlineli
reweal ihar Reis-hos turned ihese
loans into 2 personal cobags indus-
iry.

1 [roris L Wogel, a d4-year-old Mill

wtadt ressde it with multiple sclersis.
who nses gither n wheelchair of
walker, met Reis scovén years =go
anid was completely chammed,
ohek g wery - Anraciive Woman
wiho comes off very well: she will
sucker: you out of anyihing” she
saad, Vogel began lending Reis mon-
ey and, ot First, Rers repaid e mon-
ey on time. Then the paymenty
bcgan o lap forher belsind. she said,
Aller six wears ol lendimg, Vogel
said’ Reis now owes her 517500,
maney idrawn from a Llifetime of sav-
s A amnad] disnbifity checks, 2l
Vogel is plinning vo file & ke
Doty Armbryster, @ Dellevills
widow whio did nod wanl e givie her
age, had o similar wale, Armbraster

Sae WHISTLE-BLOWERS/3A

Contanued from 14

said she lens $ 10,0040, nnd Rets poid
back every cent phlud inerest. Then
Anmnbeusier lanl her another S6,000
in Movember, expecting the moncy
1o be resurned within & momb Sa
far, she is still owed $5(Mk, she
=xicl.

Steve Lemmon of Millstade sued
Reis last vear over not paying prin-
cipal and interest on @ 536,500
loan, but Reis senled rhe cose for an
undiselosed amount 1o Lommon’s
satisfaction.

=1t took her a whils, bui- she

* srodghiened it ow” Lemman said.

CGireen and Chinn, who |ved pay-
check 1o paycheck untll they
received the §217.000 on April 27
last wear, own up to their maneete
whizn it comes bo personal finances.

“1 mever minde more thon 57,50
an hour in my whole Life before |

gor thot seltlement” sasd Chinn,
who pow enrns pbowt 30,000 o
yEEr Es d complist progranmmesr
Cresn hasn't workied since she was
Fired in 1596 by the company she
helped the govermment prossoute.

There were wnrning signst Thay
said Peis claimed m hove reaped
millions Fom ber invedunents, but
records show she fives in 2 modest
335000 home ond owns: a2
Belleville bor valeed at $23.000.

Confidenr of fulore riches, ssch
let ber pemaining $67,000 stake
trickle mway. Chinn bought a loaded
Ford Explorer. Goth helped  Uher
gad ozt of 315,000 debt and padd
off their own debis, There were pre-
senis For Bamily memiers.

Alsa, the massive mx payment
required from the senlement mon-
ey, estimated w be more than
S5.000 apiece, still lorks. They
heve no mansy to pay it and have

fabed fioe extensions

Ii wak only & year aftéd they
mrned over the money thal they
heard from Leavers that the returns
Reid promised wers impossible

What angcrs Green and Chinn
masl aboul possibly losing the
maney s the way they camoed 0

Thew tipped off federal mvestisn-
wes 1hat Home Phammncy Services
of §520 Maoscootah Awve. in
Belleville was nippimg off the gov-
ernmient by billimg il twice Tor
returned medicalion

Chimn had guit by ihe lime U
Ivestigation began, bt Green wos
the  government's inside  zource,
secrelly recoding prescrnprion num-
bers amd Ferreting the mformation
L0 pEnts.

Home Pharmicy Services and ils
parent  corparaibon,  Cincinnati’s
Owmipbeare ., endded up poying o
£5.3 mullign fine, and parc of tho

went io Oreen, Chinn and  their
mllormeys.

Cravid Yociss, the Belleville com-
pany’s former manzgor, mow is
SCUVIRE O TWO-Vear senience in fed-
eral prizon, and Green has bec.own
civil suil zpaimst Home Flarmoey,
which is scheduled for rial Ao, 11
in 51 Clair County. However, 1bs
trial may be delsyed fior months

Foe the four womien who ci=im to
have fallen under Reas™ spell, ihere

j3 mwore shan the  Mooncial loss.
There is shame.
“Spupid .. just spild” Green

zays now of turning the money over
“But you huven't heard her lalkc
I*ve cnlled her house crying und
bepping her Lo fergive me”

She nmad her sister think back 1o
those 15 hours that 1he modsy W
in Usokr sceoums, Their eyes go sky-
ward. But they ane speechbess.



