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William Gorsgich savs his home passed a city inspection last fall. This ye.ar, the ity wants it condemned.

CITY PUSHES HOMEOWNER

By Liza P, WHITE
News-Demochal

BELLEVILLE William
Gorsich may have saved his
house from the wrecking ball
by continuing to work on it de-
spite the city’s order to have it
condemned.

Last [all, the city said the
B2-year-old, three-bedroom
house on Granvue Drive need-
ed a lot of repairs, but was basi-
cally sound. By April, the city
wanted to tear it down.

Gorsich, who has worked
intermittently on the house
with his sons since he bought it
in 2002, wonders why the city
deemed the house sound in
Seplember and fit only for raz-
ing this spring.

“Looking at the place now
and even looking at their own
paperwork — and that's what
T'm going on — how can they
say the place is ao dilapidated
and run down?” said Gorsich,
45, az he =at on a sofa in the
cluttered living room. “There’s

.never been an issue with the
structural part of thas™
- The'petition for demolition
the city filed in St. Clair. Coun-
ity Circuil Court in April de-

seribes the house as “struc-
tursl ]y werpssafe, cdoomagned and odi-
lapidiated.”

It further alleges “... the
commissioner of buildings has
determined the building to be
deteriorated and so weakened
that it is dangerous and was de-
clared to be a public nuisance
hevond reazonable repaie”

According to housing de-
partmment. records, Building and
Zoning Commissioner Paul
Bauman made a markedly dif-
ferent assessment of the house
Iast September.

Cilty inspectors cited Gor-
sich for multiple building code
violations, ncluding  missing
roof brackels, rotten window
sashes, and broken plaster. But
Bauman concluded, "the house
overall s in pood structural
condition, but numerous viola-
tions need repair or replaced.”

‘When asked about the quick
turnarcund on the city's part,
Mike Eckert, the city’s director

_of sanitation, housing and

health, said Gorsich had done a
“considerable amount of work
in the laat few weeks™ since the
city filed the demolition peti-
tion.

“It wasn't a lie that we sad

that stuff was structurally dete-
riorating,” Eckert zaid. "We're
not lving, it's just that there isa

timme span in there, (and since) -

the time we stated it was in
falling-down condition, he's
done a lot of work.”

' Eckiert said the city filed the
demolition petition to push
Gorsich into completing the
work on the house. While Gor-
aich received tickets for trash in
his yard, Eckert said the hous-
ing department never ticketed
or fined him for failing to bring
the house up to code.

“We probably could have,
but we know he's probably on
limited dollars and we'd rather
s&e him put the dollars into the
house. We could write 4 lot of
tickets but that doesn’t get the
job done,” he said.

Gorsich hired Belleville at-
torney Edward Blake, who filed
aresponze on June 2 asking the
court Lo dismiss the petition.

Assistant  City  Atlorney
Mike Flvon, who filed the peti-
tion, did not returm phone calls
socking comment. )

Law professor Celeste Ham-
mond, director of the Center
for Real Estate Law at John
Marshall Law School in Chica-

go, said the city is legally re-
sponsible for regulating the
health and safely of residential

property.

“This iz legitimate, this is
not. the same as eminent do-
main,” she said of the dizpute
between Gorsich and the city.
“The fact that (Gorsich) re-
tained an attorney and now wrill
have a right to have a hearing,
which is the essential thing in
our property system, is good.
Iit's a balance betwren the
rights of the homeowncr and
the rights of socicty.... That's
how we look at it legally.”

Eckert said the city has
agreed to let Gorsich set a
timetable for completing the
work and will drop the demoli-
tion petition if the house pass-
es the occupancy permit in-
spection.

Gorgich, though, is still up-
set.

"They won't give me a res-
son for starting this other than
it's taking me too long, which
by no means justifies what
theyve done,” he said.

Contact reporter Lisa P. While
af hwhdbei@bnd. com or 239-
2460,




