oUNDAY PUol-DiaPAILH

MANDY ST. ARLARD

Chef, former boss

spar over contract:
Someone may end
up eating his words

Spending much of his fie working in
restanrants taught Tohn Litwicki'a few
things. He koew that be would always
work long hours, that he wwould rarely
have weekends off and that the cus-
| tomer woukd always think he was right.
Ha absp lmew, after 32 years, that same
promises should be put in writing.
Earfier this year, Litwicki, 48, was
working as the executive chef’
at @ hatel in downtown St
Louis Like momy folfls in
the restaurant business,
he was always looking
for the next good oppar-
funity:
That opporthumity

g7

came along in the person of business-
rnan Steve Dubelbeis. He had boaght
the old building that once housed the
Farmer’s Inn réstaurant betwesn Mill-
atadt and Colambia.

Dubelbeis had some past experionce
with restaurants and bars. He'd bean
imvolved in Bingham's and Mississipp
Nights on Laclede’s Landing in the
19710k apd "B0s.

Maost recently, though, he'd been a
real estate agent. When he saw the 110-
year-old bebek building along inois
Route 158, he decided to try bis hand at
briaging back the restaurant.

To undertake such 2 task he knew he
woold need someone with expenience.
He posted an ad on the Internet, amd
happened across Litwicki’s own ad tha
deseribed his experience,

The two men met to talk. When
Litwicki told Dubelbeis he would need

2 salary of $L000 2 week, Dubalhaks®
interest waned. Too expensive, he
told the chef, and he hired some-
ane elss

A few weeks lacer, Litwicki
eafd, he heard from Dubelbeis
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Foodies spar
| over contract

was hoping o open in May, and
be nesded an executive chef, D
belbeis told Litwickd he could
meet his tenms, i Litwicki conld
start immedistely.
Litwicki wrote up 3 one-page
contract that spelled out his sale
1y, vacation asd health insurance
details. Dubelbeis added o few
things, ncduding thar Litwickd
| ot perdorm in a “profesionl,
worlmanlike manner.”
Baoth men signed the contract,
whiich i ot the heart of the laa-
bels {his moath

© again. It was April, the owner job,

made him a verbal promise I
Imi:iihwdnpmtm:ndnf
the contract, sfier & year be
wonild get 3 10 percent stabe n
Farmer’s Inn. Thar incentive was

wicki went 1o work He said he
drove o Millstade from his home
in south St Louls County every
day for 28 stralght days, He
wrote the menw, hired and
trained siafl and worked with
contractors who were remodel-
ing; the building.
Farmers Inn opensd In lae
june By all accounts, things
went well The dining rooms
overiiowed

Two weeks or 50 after the res-
{EniTamt Larwickd aadd, bt
closed for 2 day for staff training.

Tbelbess gat dowmn with Li-
wicki and told him he was fired.
Litwickd sald Dubelbeis told him
he could hire somenne else for

When Liwicki remindsd him
of their contract, he zaid, Dubel-

bels sugpested where he could’
' put that conmract. It was not ina

filing cabinet.
Within a month, Litwick

bired an-attomey who sent The-

belbcis a letter demanding he
honor the contract or fee legal
His atiorney, Ed Blake, filed a
breach-of-contract lawsuit in St
Dubelbeis said Friday that be
got the letter from Litwicki's 22—
tomey o August, bur T felr 2

was Mnd of flvobws He ssid -

et he had not bheen served with
the lawsult snd thet umil then,
e woonsld rather not talk shout it

It's mot the first time Dubel-

beis has had legal trouble fmwvobe
ing 2 restaurant

In 1983, he was soed for noo-
peyment of rent at Hingham's
The cose was resobved sfier he
p.lid.h.km:ﬂianslm.

The new Bwsalt bvolves
quite & bit more money. Litwick
wants at least $50,000 for the un-
paiel portion of his contracy, legal
fres and any other amounts con-
sldered <just and proper®

“Tve mever done this before,
but I psed my conpections amd
my goodwill with people in the
indusiry to help him get going”
Litwickd sald “This was just the
Last straw.”

Litwicdd  foumd another job.
He's the diemry director of a
murging home in 5t Louis Coun-
ty. That's & far cry from execs-
tive chef at & new restanrant that,
someday, he might hawve pardy
o

Farmer's Inn opened in |ate June. By all accounts, things went well.



